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Vectors of Science Programme

ANNOUNCEMENT
The Department of Social Problems and Social Work, Institute of Pedagogy,
Faculty of Pedagogy and Psychology, Jan Kochanowski University 

in Kielce

cordially invites you to participate in the

4th International Scientific Conference
entitled:

“Social Work in the Face of Current and Future Challenges in the Area of Support and Assistance”
to be held on 11 June 2026.
Dear Colleagues,
We cordially invite you to participate in the International Scientific Conference entitled: “Social Work in the Face of Current and Future Challenges in the Area of Support and Assistance”, which will be held on 11 June 2026 at the Faculty of Pedagogy and Psychology of Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce.

The theme of the conference is of particular importance in the context of rapidly changing social conditions. It is interdisciplinary and multidimensional in nature, reflecting contemporary processes such as the global political and economic crisis, cultural transformations, and the development of digital civilization. These phenomena have a significant impact on people's lives in many areas, particularly family life, health, security, education, the labour market, and care services. Changes in lifestyles are increasingly visible, including a growing orientation toward consumption, various forms of addiction, mental health crises, rising individualism, and a diminishing sense of responsibility for the common good. These developments may complicate the advancement of the much-needed yet sensitive sphere of social assistance and support, which requires solidarity and collective responsibility toward those in need.

Serious social problems are also driven by large-scale migration, climate change, and demographic shifts, particularly population ageing and widening economic inequalities. Despite overall improvements in quality of life, various forms of social exclusion continue to persist, including limited access to healthcare, social welfare services, vocational guidance, culture, digital education, rehabilitation, psychotherapy, and other forms of support.

Furthermore, areas of poverty are expanding, not only in the material sense, such as insufficient income, unemployment, and inadequate living conditions, but also in a symbolic sense, manifested in limited knowledge, insufficient understanding of social norms and principles, lack of awareness of one’s social situation, and limited understanding of rights and opportunities available to individuals and communities.
The social problems outlined above constitute significant challenges for the provision of high-quality assistance and support services. For this reason, the profession of the social worker, whose importance continues to grow, requires a high level of professionalization, continuous development, the education and training of future practitioners, as well as an improvement in the social and economic status of the profession.

The quality of support and assistance provided largely depends on the competencies, commitment, education, and professional experience of social workers. It is therefore essential to enhance the qualifications of social workers, improve their safety and remuneration, and promote the profession more broadly. Another important issue is the use of modern technologies and innovative solutions in the provision of remote support services. Such tools can effectively complement and strengthen the work of social workers, enabling more accessible, efficient, and responsive forms of assistance.
The objective of the conference is to provide a forum for the exchange of both theoretical and practical experiences among researchers, experts, employees of support institutions, and all conference participants. The conference will serve as an opportunity to present the results of scientific research and to discuss support services, including their availability and quality, as well as assistance provided within the field of social work.

Throughout the conference, particular emphasis will be placed on diagnosing and evaluating current support and assistance practices, as well as formulating conclusions and recommendations regarding the activities of support institutions and social workers, especially in the areas that require improvement or reform.

Furthermore, we would like to highlight the importance of cooperation between social workers and institutions operating within the social environment and local communities, including schools, churches, local government authorities, non-governmental organizations, sports organizations, charitable organizations, foundations, employers, healthcare institutions, the police, policymakers, volunteers, and other relevant stakeholders.

Suggested Conference Agenda
The conference will feature plenary lectures presented within moderated thematic sessions. In addition to presentations delivered in the individual sessions, thematic workshops will also be organized. A poster session is also planned.

We suggest the following areas for scholarly discussion on social work and social assistance:

· The theoretical foundations of social work as a discipline within the field of social sciences. 

· Traditional and contemporary ideas and concepts of social work from the perspective of the value of their coexistence in social practice. 

· Social action as a theoretical and analytical category of social work and its evolution within the social sciences, including sociology of education, social pedagogy, social work, and related disciplines. 

· Social policy as the legislative and institutional framework shaping the directions of social work development. 

· Social security as an essential component of citizens’ security in the face of contemporary challenges. 

· The interdisciplinary nature of social work in the areas of theory, empirical research, education, and the professional development of social workers. 

· Emerging social phenomena and problems and their implications for the theory and practice of social work, including demographic changes, population ageing, declining birth rates, war refugees, labour migrants, various forms of social exclusion, cultural transformations of the family, changing lifestyles, and other related issues. 

· Social work and social assistance practice in changing socio-cultural and economic realities. 

· Challenges in the education and professional development of social workers in response to new demands. Contemporary professionalism in social work. 

· Methodology of social work and social assistance as a subject of action research and other research approaches.

The conference is addressed to representatives of various academic disciplines, including pedagogy, sociology, psychology, demography, social policy, gerontology, and related fields. The event is also intended for undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral students, particularly those studying social work, pedagogy, and psychology, with the aim of enhancing their knowledge and skills in preparation for their future professional and academic careers. The conference will also provide an opportunity to establish and strengthen cooperation between Polish and international research institutions in the field of social work.
A key outcome of the conference will be the publication of selected papers presented at the event, subject to a positive peer-review process, in the academic journal Studia Pedagogiczne. Problemy społeczne, edukacyjne i artystyczne, which is included on the ministerial list of scientific journals.
     The Conference is held under the Honorary Patronage of:
 Prof. dr hab. Beata Wojciechowska, Rector Magnificus of Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
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Józef Bryk, Voivode of the Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship
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Renata Janik, Marshal of the Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship
[image: image5.jpg]PATRONAT MARSZAEKA
WOJEWODZTWA
SWIETOKRZYSKIEGO
RENATY JANIK




Agata Wojda, Mayor of Kielce
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Bartłomiej Chmielowiec, Commissioner for Patients’ Rights
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Katarzyna Pawlik, Director of the Municipal Family Assistance Centre in Kielce
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Municipal Family Assistance Centre in Kielce

Scientific Committee of the Conference:
Dr hab. Mariola Wojciechowska, prof. UJK – Chair of the Scientific Committee, Vice-Rector for Education, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Prof. dr hab. Sławomir Chrost – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Prof. dr hab. Wanda Dróżka – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Prof. dr Yakup Durmaz – Kilis 7 Aralık University, Department of Marketing, Turkey   
Prof. dr hab. Zbigniew Formella – Università Pontificia Salesiana di Roma, Italy
Professor Elkhonon Goldberg, M.D., Ph.D. – Luria Neuroscience Institute, New York, NY, USA
Prof. dr hab. Anna Kanios – Department of Social Pedagogy, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University in Lublin, Poland
Prof. dr hab. Ewa Kula – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Professor Bruce Duncan MacQueen, Ph.D. – The University of Tulsa, OK, USA
Prof. dr hab. Joanna Madalińska-Michalak – Department of Didactics and Pedeutology, University of Warsaw, Poland
Prof. dr hab. Bożena Matyjas – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Prof. dr hab. Norbert Pikuła – Institute of Management and Social Affairs, University of the National Education Commission, Cracow, Poland
Prof. dr hab. Volodymyr Shakhov – Vinnytsia Mykhailo Kotsiubynskyi State Pedagogical University, Department of Psychology and Social Work, Ukraine
Prof. dr hab. Jolanta Szempruch – Institute of Sociological Sciences, University of Rzeszów, Poland
Professor Hikari Yamashita, Ph.D. – Kansai University of Welfare Sciences, Japan
Dr hab. Agata Chabior, prof. UJK – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr hab. Paulina Forma, prof. UJK – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr hab. Jolanta Góral-Półrola, prof. UJK – Vice-Dean, Faculty of Pedagogy and Psychology, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr hab. Ewa Kantowicz, prof. UK – Korczak University of Applied Sciences in Warsaw
Dr hab. n. med. Marta Kopańska, prof. UR – Collegium Medicum, University of Rzeszów, Poland
Dr hab. Sławomir Koziej, prof. UJK – Dean, Faculty of Pedagogy and Psychology, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr hab. Marek Leszczyński, prof. UJK – Dean, Faculty of Law and Social Sciences, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr hab. Sławomir Olszewski, prof. UJK – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr hab. Katarzyna Parys, prof. UJK – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr hab. Małgorzata Stawiak-Ososińska, prof. UJK – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr hab. Monika Szpringer, prof. UJK – Institute of Health Sciences, Collegium Medicum, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr hab. Agata Szydlik-Leszczyńska, prof. UJK – Institute of Management, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr n. o zdr. Jarosław Chmielewski, prof. AMH – Academy of Applied and Holistic Medical Sciences in Warsaw, Poland
Dr n. o zdr. Małgorzata Dziechciaż – Vice-Dean, Faculty of Health Protection, Bronisław Markiewicz State Academy of Applied Sciences in Jarosław, Poland
Dr Agata Gumieniak – Institute of Legal Sciences, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland 

Jamal Ksiksou, PhD – Department of Clinical Psychology, Higher Institute of Nursing Professions and Health Techniques in Tetouan (ISPITS-T), Morocco
Dr Beata Rejman – Faculty of Health Protection, Bronisław Markiewicz State Academy of Applied Sciences in Jarosław, Poland
PhD Viktor Savka – Lviv Polytechnic National University Department of Sociology and Social Work, Ukraine
Dr Magdalena Witkowska – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Organizing Committee:
Dr Elżbieta Buchcic – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland 
Dr Karolina Klimczyk-Miśtal – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland 

Dr Jolanta Kołodziej-Sobczyk – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr Bartłomiej Kotowski – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland
Dr Jacek Szkurłat – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland 

Dr Marta Wilk – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland 

Dr Monika Wojtkowiak Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland 

Mgr Wioletta Praszek – Institute of Pedagogy, Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Poland 
Venue and Format of the Conference

The conference will be held at the Faculty of Pedagogy and Psychology of the Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce. The event will also be streamed online. A photographic report and a video recording of the conference will be prepared and made available following the event.
Conference Fees
The conference fee includes active participation in the conference sessions, meals, conference materials, a certificate of attendance, and publication of the conference proceedings.

· Regular participant fee: PLN 250 

· Student and doctoral candidate fee: PLN 150 

Bank account number:
31 1160 2202 0000 0003 3754 1719

Payment deadline: 17 May 2026
Bank transfer reference:
Please enter WN26 followed immediately (without a space) by your first and last name (maximum 22 characters).

Conference Registration and Contact Information
Conference registrations will be accepted until 17 May 2026.
Correspondence Address
Department of Social Issues and Social Work
Institute of Pedagogy
Faculty of Pedagogy and Psychology
Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce
11 Krakowska Street
25-029 Kielce
Poland
E-mail Contact

E-mail: konferencjapracasocjalna2026@ujk.edu.pl
Organizers of the 4th International Scientific Conference

SOCIAL WORK IN THE FACE OF CURRENT AND FUTURE CHALLENGES IN THE FIELD OF SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE

Media Patronage
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The project is financed from the state budget, allocated by the Minister of Science and Higher Education under the Vectors of Science Programme. (Wektory Nauki), Project No. WNK/SP/0084/2025/01. The awarded funding amounts to PLN 23,980.00, while the total value of the project is PLN 29,980.00.


[image: image15.png]